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Kashi, one of the ancient living cities in the world, is India's
religious, cultural and spiritual capital. The city of Varanasi has
special significance for the followers of Hindu, Jain and Buddhist
religions. Jainism has the oldest connect with Kashi, the city of
religious harmony. Kashi has a number of references in Jain Agam
literature. Many emperors were the followers of Jainism, belonging
to Kashi. Out of the twenty-four Jain Tirthankaras, Kashi has been
the holy land of four Tirthankaras i.e. Suparshvanath,
Chandraprabh, Shreyansnath and Parshvanath regarding their 15
Kalyanaks of conception, birth, penance, knowledge etc.
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Varanasi is known by the names Kashi, Banaras, Varanasi
etc. Regarding Varanasi's antiquity, Mark Twain said, ‘Banaras
is older than history, older than traditions, older than
and when all these are put together, it is twice as 0
Collection." :
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During excavation at Rajghat in Varanasi, remains of an ancient
Jain temple were found. The oldest Jain idol found here is of
Bhagwan Mahavira of the sixth century and the idol of Bhagwan
Parshvanatha is of the eighth century. It is currently in the State
Museum, Lucknow. Apart from this, many ancient idols found from
excavations are also preserved in the Museum of Sarnath.
Information about the Jain community of Banaras is also obtained
from the Gupta period copper plate (479 AD) found in Paharpur.

Presently, the number of Jain families living in Varanasi, belonging to
Digambarand Swetambar sects is about 600.
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The birthplaces of four Tirthankaras in Varanasi are at the

following places where temples of Digambar and Shvetambara sects
are built:
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0 7thTirthankara Suparshvanath, Bhadaini, Varanasi
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o 8th Tirthankara Chandra Prabha, Chandravati, Varanasi
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0 11th Tirthankara Shreyansnath, Sarnath, Varanasi £
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23rdTirthankara Pa

, Bhelupur, Varanasi



